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Flash Flooding

Water. We swim in it, bathe in it...and drink it. Water seems
harmless, and it is the least feared of thunderstorm hazards. So
why does it kill close to 130 people annually in this country?
Because its power is underestimated. 

Flash flooding occurs when the rate
of heavy rain exceeds the rate of
runoff (into storm drains and
creeks/streams). 

In the picture: A car was washed off the
road in southwest Scott County (western
Arkansas) and was swept downstream (i.e.
along Haws Creek) on 05/27/2002. The
woman driving the car exited the vehicle to
try to get help, and was swept downstream.

With nowhere to go, water flows across roads...and sometimes
into homes and businesses. This creates a dilemma for
motorists...with the question being “do I cross the water or not?”
Two things to consider: (1) each foot of water will displace 1,500
pounds of vehicle (two feet of water will float an average car), and
(2) estimating the depth of water can be difficult, especially at
night. Weighing these factors, driving through water is very risky.  

     

Fact: Half of all flash flood deaths occur in
automobiles. 

Some people are willing to take the risk,
especially those with a tight schedule (when there
is seemingly no time to find an alternate route
around flood water). The National Weather
Service hopes you don’t make the wrong
decision, and has a simple slogan: “Turn Around
Don’t Drown” . For more about this slogan, goTM

on-line to the following address:  

                      http://www.srh.noaa.gov/tadd
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The largest hailstones reported during the year included:

2¾ inches in diameter (baseball size):  Hot Springs (Garland Co.), New Blaine
(Logan Co.), 3 miles southeast of Hope (Hempstead Co.), 4 miles northwest of
Rosston (Nevada Co.), and at Black Rock (Lawrence Co.).

2¼ inches in diameter:  Pontoon (Conway Co.).

In the picture: Hail slightly larger than a hen egg
was collected near Pontoon (Conway County)
on 04/21/2004. The storm producing the hail
spawned two weak tornadoes (F1) in Logan,
northern Yell and southern Pope Counties (near
the Arkansas River).

2 inches in diameter (hen egg size):  Petit Jean State Park (Conway Co.), 5
miles north of Harmony (Johnson Co.), and at Chimes (Van Buren Co.). 

On March 17 , lightning struck and destroyed a house at Pine Ridgeth

(Montgomery Co.).  As firefighters worked to extinguish the blaze, they were
pelted with hail up to 1½ inches in diameter.

There were two flash flood deaths in Arkansas
in 2004.

Two children, ages 2 and 3, were killed when a pickup truck was
washed off a bridge over Hock Creek 5 miles southwest of
Huntsville (Madison Co.).

In the picture: Flash flooding was widespread
across northern Arkansas in late April, 2004
(21  through the 24 )...with over 10 inches ofst th

rain reported in some areas (including parts of
Madison County). Excess water filled the Buffalo
and White Rivers, with a motel flooded by Calico
Creek (backed up due to high water on the
White River) at Calico Rock (Izard County) on
04/25/2004. 
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